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In 2004 I began to realize I was approaching the point where I should consider releasing some 
of this material under my own name if I could find a drummer who would be willing to help 
out. Through a co-worker at my day job I met Bryan Powers (Guest Musician on Internal Com-
bustion and Don’t Mind Me) who is a fantastic drummer and was willing to play on at least a 
couple of tracks. So I continued writing music and came up with The Water Discipline, Depth of 
Autumn, Hieland Road and Don’t Mind Me  as well as some other experiments that aren’t 
included in this collection.

In 2005 I began to focus on getting my home studio upgraded enough that I could record live 
drums, buying some new microphones and building a lot of acoustic treatment. On June 28th 
we tracked drums for Don’t Mind Me beginning a process that would be completed some 22 
months later when I completed final mixing and mastering on Somnium. Along the way, I 
learned a couple of new instruments and I worked with some wonderful guest musicians who 
breathed considerable life into these songs and transformed what would have merely been a 
one man demo tape into a quality collection of music that I’m sincerely proud of.

If this instrumental record has a concept at all it is simply that Music is an inherently abstract 
art form. I can't begin to really describe with words what I'm doing with that guitar any more 
than I could sufficiently describe a work by Jackson Pollock. That complete lack of a tangible 
meaning or frame of reference to everyday life is what I believe makes music such a powerful 
art form. So while these songs have titles, the names are not an essential ingredient nor do they 
reveal any important information about what you are hearing. The listener brings their own 
frame of reference.
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Influences: Änglagård, Beethoven, Miles Davis, Debussy, 
The Dregs, Dvorak, Echolyn, Genesis, Allen Holdsworth, 
Hydria Spacefolk, Kansas, Mike Keneally, King Crimson, 
Marillion, Steve Morse, Niacin, Mike Oldfield, Charlie 
Parker, The Police, Rush, John Scofield, Stravinsky, Sting, 
Thinking Plague and Yes (and many others).

Gear: Neil Bryan Custom Electric guitars, Taylor Acoustic 
guitar, Custom bass guitar by Chris Stambaugh, Tech21 
Sansamp PSA-1 preamp, TC Electronics G-Force effects unit, 
RNC Compressor and RNP Preamp, Premier Drum Kit with 
Paiste Signature Cymbals, Alesis QS6 Synthesizer, Roland 
GR33 Guitar Synthesizer, and a whole mess of Gigasampler 
and soundfont sounds from Sonic Implants.

Experience: I have been playing guitar since 1982 and have 
dabbled with keyboards for nearly as long. More recently 
I’ve picked up bass guitar and drums. I played in several 
60s cover bands in High School and Progressive Rock bands 
in College. Since 1996, I’ve been the guitarist and keyboard 
player for  Electrum releasing 2 CDs Frames of Mind and 
Standard Deviation.
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